Perception Analysis of Accounting Students on CPA of Indonesia Certification
In Efforts to Increase Accountant Competence
(Empirical Study on State and Private University Period 2017 in Malang City)

Ayub Wijayati Sapta Pradana
Hariri
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cholid Mawardi
Islamic University of Malang

Abstract
ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) 2015 provides consequences in the form of a demand for equality of competence in the accounting profession by having a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) designation. Meanwhile, accounting students are the basic input of the accounting profession before going through various stages to become a CPA. This study aims to determine the perception of accounting students toward CPA of Indonesia certification using Theory of Planned Behavior (TPB) approach, and to see the difference of perception between the early year students to the final year students. In addition, this study also examines the influence of student perceptions on the intention of pursuing a CPA career which is has implications on the decision to follow CPA Exam and achieve CPA designation.
Methods of data collection were using questionnaires which is distributed to accounting students of state and private university in Malang city as many as 356 respondents. First of all, validity test and reliability test have been done on the questionnaire. Data analysis method were using chi square test and path analysis.
The results showed that the final year students tend to have  a higher positive perceptions on career pursuit of CPA than the early year students. The result of path analysis shows that student perception of TPB model has a significant positive effect on the intention of pursuing a CPA career and has implication on the decision to follow CPA exam and also gain CPA designation. This research encourages IAPI to more improve the socialization of CPA of Indonesia to a universities in Indonesia, as well as educational institutions and academic community to provide an optimal support for accounting students to obtaining the CPA designation.
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